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5 The chairman of the Senate in- 
' telligence committee announced 
I yesterday that he would vote to 
' recommend the confirmation <rf 
^ Robert M. Gates as the next direc- 
I tor of central intelligence, guaran- 
; teeing a majority vote for Gates 
I when the committee meets today. 
t Sen. David L. Boren (D-Okla.), 
long considered a supporter of 

• Gates, made it official in a midaf- 
; temoon news conference, calling 
; the career intelligence officer “well- 
; equipp^ and well-qualified” for the 
J post. The seven Republicans On the 
J 15-member committee have been 

• solidly behind Gates since May 
! when President Bush nominated his 
I deputy national security adviser to 
j head the intelligence community. 

j The panel is scheduled to m«t 
j today at 9 a.m. and vote after what 
« is likely to be several hours of 
> speeches. 

• Boren said he felt the CIA and 

• the rest of the U.S. intelligence 
I community needs an experienced 
' insider to guide it through a painful, 

3 post-Cold War reorganization that 
I lies ahead. “If we’re going to bring 
J about the changes without unnec- 
5 essary delay, without on-the-job 
I training,” he said, “we need some- 
l one from the inside . . . prepared to 
: hit the ground running.” 

j Boren said he was also convinced 
j that Gates has “a total commit-. 

J ment” to the congressional over- 
^ sight process and would continue to 
argue for it at the White House, 
j The senator acknowledged that 
i Gates has his failings and might 
J even be “considered to be guilty of 
; non-feasance” in failing to pursue 
J early warning signs of the Iran- 

• contra scandal before it broke in 

• 1986. But he said he felt Gates, 

J who held top-level jobs at the CIA in 

• the 1980s, ted learned his lesson on 

• that score. 

S “Once burned, we’re perhaps a 
i little more afraid of the fire the next 
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Gates has learned will makq 
fine reformer.” 

But Sen. Bill Bradley 
announced he would vote 
the nomination, saying th 
needs “a new leader who 
association in any way wi^ 
abuses of power that took 
during the Reagan years and 
one who will look anew 
world, without the blinders 
past.” 

Among the other Democrai 
the committee. Sens. Howar 
Metzenteum of Ohio, Em^ 

Hollings of South Carolina 

nis DeConcini of Arizona hayp 
considered likely to oppo 
nomination. Sens. Sara N 
Georgia and John Glenn oi| 
have appeared undecided. 

While the confirmation . 
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staff and devoted almost entirely to 
allegations that Gates slanted intel- 
ligence to please his superiors, sup- 
pressed dissent and intimidated 
agency analysts with differing 
views. 

Boren said he “did not find any 
clear pattern of politicization” in 
Gates’s conduct after studying the 
materials. 

The briefing books were organ- 
ized along the lines of a 20-point 
rebuttal that Gates delivered force- 
fully on Oct. 3 to counter the polit- 
icization charges. According to 
committee staffers, the binders 
contain all the testimony and doc- 
umentary evidence compiled on 
each of Gates’s 20 points, plus a 
scattering of other reports that 
have come to the panel’s attention 
since the close of public hearings 
two weeks ago. 

In making his rebuttal. Gates 
told the committee his purpose 
was “to take direct issue with 
many of the allegations that have 
been made and refute them.” Upon 
close reading, however, Gates’s 
rebuttal turned out to be a mixed 
bag, effective in some cases, eva- 
sive or misleading on other points. 









